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As some readers of Bottles and 
Extras magazine know, I assist with 
the ongoing article series entitled 
“The Dating Game” where Bill 
Lockhart, Pete Schulz, Carol Serr, I, 
and occasional other contributors  
write in-depth articles on the 
history and makers’ markings 
of a particular glass company or 
historical grouping of related glass 
makers. 

As Bill Lockhart has explained 
in previous “Dating Game” articles, 
we have self-dubbed our group the 
“Bottle Research Group” or BRG 
for short.  The BRG’s common 
bond is a fascination with historical 
background behind the production 
and use of glass bottles made 
during the 19th and 20th centuries.  
Simply for enlightenment and fun 
(no proýt) the BRG pursues and 
investigates all kinds of weird and 
wondrous research avenues in the 
world of (primarily) American bottle 
making.  In our research “trails” we 
often end up discovering all kinds 
of interesting historical tidbits 
– some expected, and even better, 
the unexpected.  It is the latter 
aspect of our pursuits that provides 
the informational “treasure hunt” - 
and discovery - that is at the core 
of why we do this.  Like Alice in 
Wonderland, we often end up in a 
“place” we could not even imagine 
beforehand.

Anyway, the story of my 
particular “rabbit trail” starts 
here…

Recently, the BRG has been 
discussing (we exchange emails 
on almost a daily basis) what we 
refer to as the “San Francisco 
curved R” (or the “Frisco R” for 
short). For years Western bottle 
collectors have noted the presence 
of a distinctively engraved capital 

“R” on many Western American 
embossed bottles made from the 
early 1870s to possibly as late 
as the mid-1880s (Markota & 
Markota 1994; Wichmann 1999; 
Wilson & Wilson 1968, 1969, 1971; 
Lawler 2008).  (Figure 1)  These 
bottles are typically embossed 
as having been produced for and 
used by customers in California, 
Oregon, and Nevada - in order of 
abundance. 

This “R” is quite distinctive in 
conýguration from virtually all other 
embossed “R’s” found on Western 
bottles from other eras (mouth-
blown or machine-made) or those 
made or used in other regions of 
the country.  Simply speaking, this 
“R” has an outwardly curved aspect 
to the angular right leg that bends 
so much towards the end that it is 
actually pointing at the base of the 
next letter in the embossed word.  In 
addition, this leg terminates with a 
þattened blunt end (Lawler 2008).  
Since this is much easier to visually 
conceptualize than describe, take a 
look at Figure 1.

All I can surmise is that this 
speciýc style of embossed ñRò on 
Western bottles was the work of a 
single, yet unknown bottle mold 
engraver (or machinist) doing his 
work in the San Francisco Bay Area 
for molds used at the Paciýc Glass 
Works and/or the San Francisco 
Glass Works and certainly at 
the combined (after 1875) San 
Francisco & Paciýc Glass Works 
(Toulouse 1971).  While the story 

of this mold engraver would be 
fascinating – if it could ever be 
fully told (and we are searching!) 
– that is not the story here.  It was, 
however, the catalyst for some of 
the trails that I did pursue which, of 
course, cleared up some questions 
and created yet more.

While recently looking at 
some examples of this distinctive 
“R” on various Western bottles in 
my personal collection, I noted 
it’s presence on a 1870s era San 
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